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Wll l lam Van Wert  hr
t[rec $ns undcr 5 y€an c
when h.b wlle left the teml

Be was nrrt of only or
rhtns -There Fw rx, \v8y
could do a gDod Job wltl the,

1 1tr6Ight they couldnt I
nornrsl, tney wouldat lll
ITomeo 8Dd lie','d bsve to t
throusb therapy to lgre or
how darnaged tirT werc."

By now, bowcver, tbos
doubb havc fadd s.od SutrdE
wtll bc s happy Fatleis Da3

A d4lc father raldng hi
cilldrE! ww unugral whe
Van Ver! a prolmr ol Teu
ple Uolvedty lo Pilleddphtr

&rt bctweco reg5 aod tr-f#"fir3ffir1ft,
fatber{mded homes smred lrom lJ mllllon t6 ll rnultil
threc tlmes the raie of femaletcaded larn$€. new Ccrxsu
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Some see custody'backlash'
Contlnued trom lA

data sbow. Dads now bead 2l% of dagleparent bouseholds
|,1ellng the treo4 say e4erts

) JudgrC wllllngnes to award cu$ody to me!-
) Mothers bowinS out after divorce ln lavor ol careers
-The ecoooml6 thnt dflv6 lt are wry compellLog." says

Yale Univerdty chlld pycntqtaq I(yle Pruetl "Ag more and
more Amerlcan cilldmn dnt lnb pover$, lfs hsrd lorJudps
b Urrtr away tBthe$ who can protrlde beder.'

Accordlng to the Ceoss.lrrn, single motbers have 8! aver-
aSc tl3,l00 auual lncome t's. ru,000 lor dnSle dads

&d moucf docsl shleld tatbers from tbe shell shock of be
lng tbe prlmsry porent Thcy dbcover, as dryle moms know,
tbst belnS a dqle porent can wrcak b8\'oc on tbelr llves

Van Wert says the worrsll upstain bok care ol hb sons
whlle he 5rUnt ilm and creaflve wrldn& Two bolr were sdll
ln dlsperc and Betdry up durlng tbe ulglf so be sleepwalked
tlmu{! tbe wects

-I t!d$!t, TII ncvcr baw a normal rdal llle agaln Im
Bn{ng b dle dolng ttt4''sap \hn Wert

Aspco, Colo- dcrmstolodst $ephea Mandy has carcd for &
yea!{ld Ashlcy dDcr s[e was t'Fq qultc a wblc the only
ttme o[ I lad when I was't trsrtsDg, I was uursemaldlng"

hreol[od pronpts about 3 o|d ol { dngle t8thels b msf,c
cfrnnge at qwl, sap C'eofrey Gn{g Fbo ervelrcd 2Jl3 ot
tbem for hts boot, ne Dnddy nt.ch @1d nE SWIa failwr
(Lcdn8bo Books).

Md commoo are s[orteoed hours and curhlled travd
Fc Rsymond nannagan of WbsblngbD, D.C- lt cven meant

ldns a job.
Gcfflng dsuSnE Trlna o[ b sc[ml ofbo msdc hlm lste to

\rut, srd be was evenlrally trcd tqm b-b Job as an audlo
vlsnl equlpmeot scrvlcc techalcl"n. -The rnajor neasoo was
lntrt*," says FlatrDsgaa whm [rst wlfe dled

For a wtlle, he dld procs-s€rvin8. wtlci pmvlded more
lcdble bours &rt whco a secood marrtage ended ln dlvorcc
and Flauagar Bot cu*ody 6( tntnnl Certell, too, he sals, the
care necded by both gtrb lorced btm to qult worL

Now the famlly ltves ln publlc houdnS ln an area he cord&
ers unsala 'Brt at lea$ I can,be there lor them - tbey do
have thal'he says

A dngle dad's sodal llle often takes I back seat to pareoHnS.
Mandy sa'ts hb sodal llle '\sent to bdl in a bucf,el"
Van Wert rememben faltng asleep at the movle on a data

Slck bds somedmes Hlled mrnandc evenlngs
So it takes the awrage dngle dad tbrec years to have bts

tr g Sanntngtul" refaflomhtp, GreU lound-
But for uuny, I playboy llleSyle b out ol tbe quesdon-
'I dont wsnt Ashtey b rvake up and ind women ln my bed-

rmnt. ... I dont cveo brlng uybody home unless thefre real-
V Sedal," sa}t lvtandy, who b dlvorced"

Dcsplt! tbe hassles, lour years Itter EsiploS cu$ody 72ft ot
men grn/ryed by Gretl say tie r"wards ol gctttng dneer to
&ek .hlld'€o olten outwelgl pmblefirs.

'For tbe md part lfs bcco a Joy," says Flannagan "You
watci them devdop and ttrin& 'I bdped rna.ke tbem that way.'
.. . fila (now 9) ls slc! I carln8 glrl, and sbc's done very well
ln sciool"

The evldence so iar
fare Do worse -
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necd a lot ol " says Phlladdphia psycnotherapl$ Jon
Bcn amln Flanllta -fve heard $ngte fatbers say, 'I had no
ldea wtat a huge Job tt wus' We can learn, we'rc not brals
dead But tt does p agatn$ the graln ol how meo are ralsed""

f'erntnt{ pyc,hologg Pby[b Aesler says the ncw treld [s a
rrtqnda- Ior womeo aM ctrlldrcll

'Judgcs are glvlng tsds to ss abueers now. Tbsy cveD Sive
the meo brcast-teedllS llfsnts - and do I tn s.lci a vidous
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