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Special Dads On A Special Day

Single fathers offer special bonds as
they guide and prepare their
children for the future

ends, the two

— Indians wore
an feather vests they had

titched while silting for hours

hand -2

in the middle of the den floor one

ad elped their smaller coun-
terparts thread thick string oy rihe
piten unclear sewing patiern-
shadowing of his mudanee of her
through life

As the years went by, the call
colored vests pradually brightened
with the addition al colorful cloth
patches and embo sed leather ones
thil were svinbolic of Lone Pine’s
and Little Leal's miniature adven-
(ures tagether in the wildermess of
Cinnp € pter--the gathering site for
menbers of the Father-daughter orga-
ization called [ndian Princesses.

Although Little Leaf outgrew

the vest and officially hecane too old
at age § Tor her and daddy 1o part ici-
pattes, ian invisible, ever Jasting bond
Iyl reen horn ont of marshimallows
aretined a campfire, bacon and cges
it ended up on the floor, canae
races, archery lessons, surprise bees
in recently opened Coke cans and
imoral lessons derived from Native
American tribal lore.

5 or 1 one Pine
and Little Leaf are still as one.

For the 1970s, a father who
taught his child how to sew ar cook
wits rare. al best, Parental roles were
distinct and stereolyped, placing the

thera staker and

ment.

Recent attention given 1o “dead-
heal dads,” or those fathers who have
failed to pay child support, may have
temyporarily reinforced this antiquated
role, but the fther figure continues 10
evolve both socially and legally.

A the 80s will be remembered
for the rise of the SuperMam, the 905
will fikely he tagged as the birth of
the Touse-cleaning, dinner-cooking.
office-working SuperDad.

Sucial Expectations and Role Play-
ing

With the help of magazines,

n . anel televisinn, fathers are no
langer viewed merely asa means al
financial support, said James A.
Cook, the first president of the Na-
fional Congress for Menand the cre-
ator of the Joint Custody Association.

“I's gradually beconing lash-
jonable” for fathers to be heavily
involved in the lives of their children,

nseveral week-

he said, whether as sole custodians or
-tive participants in theiy
hiildren’s daily activities. &

Although the courts did not
grant him custody of any of five
children. Michael Geanoulis, a inem-
ber of the Board of Directors for the
National Congress for Fathers and
Children, hecime the sofe carciiher
of s daughter
Catherine when she
wirs 12,

Adier the di-
voree, “lhe transi-
ton {to sole [ather-
hood j was a linle bit
painful,” Geanoulis
saidd. Forexample,
he said he had o
adjust his thinking.
alter his social/dat-
tng life and quit his
joh o find one that
pave him more flex-
ibility.

“There was
talso)a certain

HEE

amount of neglect

while wonld get
clown on iy hands
and knees in the
hathroom withoa
hucket. | guessthe howsck

nng
s Ladl that g_n:;]l."h:: suid. As for
the conking. Geanoulis said meals
WEre gty aprobleny al-
thougl he “wasn't used Lo gelling up
in the moming to make sandwiches.”
“T used the crock pot and timer a lol,
“Got good at throwing things to-
gether” and reading the directions on
boxes, he said, ndding thatany ad-
justments he made were well worth
the relationship he formed with his
daughter Cathy.

Cathy is 36 and niarried, but
continues 1o take overseas vacations
with her dad.

Accarding o statistics published
by the Joint Custody Association. the
number of single dads is estimated at
about 1.2 million nitiomwide, with
the number of sole custodian, never
married fathers having increased dra
matically from 32,080 in 1970 0
488 (KK] in 1990,

Cook said the trend toward
greater father involvement islikely ta
continue, whether in the form of legal
CUAD E ! e ]y
interaction with the child, because
people in their Lwenties and thicties
have a more egalitarian attitude aboul
childeare than the older generations.

As the notion that mothers are
mare important to child development
diminishes, it should become more
socially acceptable for fathers 1o be

et

\

usually

the primary caretakers, Geanoulis
agreed. In fact, there are already
small signs that society has begun
acelimating to the expansion of pater-
nal roles. For instance, Ed Wagier, a
CPA in New Hampshire. said he has
seen diaper changing stations in
men's restrooms at atrports and inat
least one depariinent slore ~usubtle

clange it significs social tvareness
of the number ol fathers involved
with routine childeare rather than the
conventional habysitier-style week-
end enterainment.

“Ftry to do normal diy-to-day
events (with my daughier) as opposed
10 being a Disneyland Dad,” Wagner
saitl, Because Wagner wunted his
daughter Lo expericnce real life situa-
tions with him rather than to think of
weekends as mini-vacations, Wagner
said he often took her to work with
him on Saturday mornings during tax
season and cooked meals with her
almost daily.

Similarly, Jesse Velazquez, a
single dad who is in charge of Mon-
day night support groups for Parent’s
Without Partners in Austin, said his
higgest goals are to teach his 3- and
5.year-old sons the difference be-
1ween reality and fiction and 1o pro-
vide them with the ability to “show
their feelings and emotions, to be
able to cry, and 1o be able to tell
prople they love them.”

Aplaranes single dads
find it difficult to assume the
emotive role associated with females.
But Cook sterentypical sex roles
g0 not necessarily have Lo disappear
when the father becomes the sole
carctaker,

“Men don't need to be math-
ers.” Cook said. “Innately a man has

Austindtonthly

traits worth getting across and worth
children getling to know.” Forin-
stunce. instead of constantly “moth-
ering” his daughter, Wagner began
teaching her to do (hings for hersell
with conlidence when she was only
5. “One lime we were at
MeDonald's, and she wanted another
cliceschurger,” Wagner said. *So |
told her to gel in fine and gei it her-
self, that I was going o be right here”
and was ot going anywhere, Today,
he saidl, she doesn't have the fear of
doing things by herself that she might
otherwise have had.
Changing laws

New legislation is abso expected
1o have a dramatic alfect on the fu-

ture of single parcal honsehalds, par-
licularly with regard to father rights,
said Richard Warshak, a clinical pro-
fessor at the Lniversity of Texas
Sopflpvestern Medical Center and
author of “The Custody Revoltion.”
The Joint Custody Association esti-
mates that the number of single-par-
ent families headed by men willin-
crease by 42 percent between 1988
and 2000—an increase that is pre-
sumetl Lo be the fargest percentage
change predicted for the immediate
future of the Tamily structore

About 42 states currently have
some forni of shared parenting laws,
Warshak said, adding that in Septem-
ber 1995, Texas passed a new law
making joint custody the firesunp-
tion indivorce cases.

However, courts have not al-
ways been willing to recognize men
as capable caretakers. and lawyers
tave often discouraged their male
clients. Warshak calls this an integral
partof the “weeding oul process” the
legal system has used to more easily
ensure maternal custody. Two main
peastns for this hay 1
cited by Cook. First, judges have
incorrectly assumed that fathers are
incapable of providi g children with
the type of overt affection that is Lypi-
cally associated with mothers. Sec-
ond. courts unfairly question the in-
tentians of a father who wishes lo

jake custoly of younger, pre-school
childien.

Austin resident Eric Anderson,
the sole custodian of his | 1-year-old
son Prandon, said he has been a vic-
line ol these cultural binses both in
society and in the courtroom during
the fute 80s and carly 90s. Through-
out his two-year custady battle,
Anderson said the courls had psy-
chologists nssess his personafity and
capahilities before making their deci-
sion The judges even rn home so-
cial studies and conducted other in-
vestieations that would not have been
necessary, in their eyes, had he been
a wonnan, he said.

Socially, Anderson imd nuner-
aus nther single-parent men saitl they
were viewed with skepticisi, Parents
were fearful of allowing their chil-
dren to spend the night with my son,
Anlerson suid, because they held on
10 the attitude that i 1 was asingle
father, then snmething musthe wrong
wilitme. However, Warshak’s re-

h shiows there Lo be no signifi
cant dilference regarding cither
ecrder’s ability asa parent.

single parent Anderson
Found that “the role of the nurlurer is
something that's completely aender
nentral™ ancl that the ability to give
figes and ki ved for
wi men. The main difference he sees
i that “boys nol raised with lathers
doa’t rentize that being i s is ¢
machismo kind of thing..so they o
velop an idea of manhoodd Uit 15 not
whiat manhood is aboul.”

While the selection of men in-
terviewed differed shightly in theis
||||imnnknr|1'|u:l\v.~;1 wary Lo raise @
il s in their pereeptions of whil
constitutes “proper” male and fermale
reles, they all azreed on one thing:
The constant presence of hoth the
wather and Tather i in the best inter-
et of the children. But when thisis
no ssibie, Mthers weleome single
pirentiood as opposed Lo ot bein
around 1o see thetr sons and diegh-
ers gﬂ.‘\\' up.

This article {5 dedieated to Joln
Cirery whe, in Jris envan wey, fis freen
a single futher as bis Inelian nonie
VHERESIS,

Local Support Groups
for Single Fathers:

Parents Without Partuers
international organization that was
formed in New York in the 1950510
help single men and women (o cope
with divorce and child-rearing. For
information, call Gerri Kamen at
335-9700.

The Father's Hotline in Auvslin,
spansored by the Men's Health Net-
| work in Washington, D.C., is the cen-

n for this national support
croup. For information or assistinee,
11472-3237 (DADS).

The Austin Men's Center is
! Austin’s local organization created
specifically for helping men with
| their unigue problems. Call 477-9595
| for counseling or other information.
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