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Severed
lives
When a parent

abducts a
child, no one

emerges
unscathed

It is rt ihc lar end of the spee
l,ftrn ol thiled n,niag€s, a pla@
sherc lNe, lcu, angeri r$enr-
mot, an( rlrenge 0.ea10 a l0{.
&ckiail thli propels onc prFnN
io isk incahulabla dmage 10
chiklren by kiduppihg them ed
trsuDing ihe rol€ ol the othor

In a nation wh@ Lhe m4joliiy
of mdriagB sd ih divorce, sn.h
cases happeh rviih asionishing
liequoncy. A US Dopalincni ol
-Ju!li.e srudy s4ls rhde are hdrc
ihan 354.000 tunily ,bdudiond
annudly. ln no& ihan 160,00t) of
them, the .lepNtnent esiihltes,
the pdent int€ndod to kccp the

Such \vrs the eNe ol Stepho
Frg$, who took hi$ iwo daugi-
trs, ag6 5 and 2, on a ouIt-aD-
ptuted weekcnd visit one fall
$eokend in 1979. Thcir Dothels
ohlv glimFe ol ihdm since ss
on a telsision scrcon Tre6dly as
rhey , ehded tleir faiher'r r
raignmenl in Franirghrm on

ABrUC1roN, PrF rr3

,t



.N-c one unscatheci rn a itarei
E AI}I]UCTION
Cioiitinucd I on Pase Dl

larl.allins charges.
r.agm defended his actions bl, sAyins theJ s€re

necessart to protect the childrcn. Uni u€ fielc fv€r
crrcumstances i,hrt jnsfi1.r ona pa.-.ni diserftanchjsing
ihe other, b]"a$ing aU sodalandlesal sbicrures nr the
u,n,d,-"  r , r \ . " j r . .  I  r . r i . , ,  " r  J,Jr  i t .  . . . \ i rg
such ahdnclions ocate problems of ihcir on.r.

" tf vol ver€ absohteiy srre thrt something ieDibte
]!aa hrypening, r car inaginc a pafeni taki.g srch
drastic nersn.es, but it is at an enomous cost i0 the
ehild," s:rid Culblr Nevbe.ser, a Boslon chikt ps.ycru,
oltisi

CIearlJ, Eliz.tbeth Mofgan thought ure eftbr1'1$h
ii. In 198?. Morgan, I Washington, D.C., physrrar,
sp itl]d hcr danghter ;wal trom her ex"hnsband, \,rto
she eontended \rN senalh Jrusing uren chitd. ,41-
tnough the faiher ljsoronsly denied th€ claim, Molsan
spent hvo I'eals in jril because she rctused to dinlge
ihe vhereabout-s oi tre sirl, who $€s wiih Morsan,s

B r  au,}  , ) - i r r  q + J hj , r  . {d inq or lhuce. or I  p l .  1.
cepbon ofone !:trert Nhai the other is doing moDsh.ous
rhurgs trr a child, are often just thni.: clains and pen:er-

Richard A. Wushak, a clini0at pNchotosisi ilr D,tl
1$ and arithor'ol "Tle CLrsio{ty ltevolutxnri the Inu,er
Iiactor and lhe Mother MJstiqn€,' saJs ctitdrcn's saje-
ty js often rscd as a raiionabatio| bJ coriroltjng pu-
eDrs. "Tley express concer.n aboui. ddntjng or ;enar
abnse, and tle realiiv is thai Urat rnsks a desn,e to tat<e
the chiid and inllici pain. Even wh0n it seems urat ihere
de r€asons to do it, tle devnstation is so geat ii is
reler a good solution t0 the protnem ard ends up crear-
ing ftr tnore hair ihrn the pafent u,,6 t.yjng to protect

. '  ; .  Hbr.h"-  sn.nr .  r iF \ ,  t '5 ""- . r1 . ,  .  ! ,  .h '  ;m
pact oi kirlmpphg on victrms for i!0 Justice Dela.r
In,  r ' .  IT" qaiJ 11n,,  ,  d l l  ldn n r l  . ,0 ' ,
cause Lhe pnrcnts lefieve dr€ rhildrcn to be ir drnser of

' While r.rl does oecur in rome cases, the aliegatioirs
\2stly excc.d the aclual numler' of cases. A! a sroLrp ol
ireople, puronts who afc left behind havc do grcaicr
'  
. i  o l ls  r '  . ru '  l  chi l , l . rb *  \ "n r I  s, .  -Jt  .o,  i .

l'lgan and Bnb a Kurtlr rrere diror.ccd nr 1S?S.
When ltudr and R.chacl aDd Wendt, r'.Lsa! rnov€d
ilom il*minglraD io North Adnns, ihe ..he said, shc
said" vilupcutivencss lhnt charactedzes rnanJ djvorces
and cnslodlr batiles followe.l. Xuth, eho h|d rvoh (us
todJ, was poftrayed then and ro\r by Fagar )s a negli-
geni, alcoholic mother ilhose binges lelr her pa.ssed ol]t

hr l "  r l 'F n.  l f ,  !1. . ,  r i . .  \ . ts r ro r iEnr, . \  I .qg. !
r i r r r 'o i l  Hd l . . I  r - ' . r r r ' , .J  I ,  i . , . .1 n,"r , .  .
has ,rlw s heen a lovins, devoted moihar who sirtferln
1i0n naruolepsy, R condition ol filqneni. rnd unconDar
lablc dcsift for sleep.

IV$ she a Desligent mothcr'/ irxsall I'eri to court
\ .h ' , -  .  .  t l . , i1 ' .  b"4r Li  , lau!1 . . r .  n4ir  .  r  r  . ,
mo!.d to North A{lans. AI oflicial r€plosenring ih!
.hll.ircn irvestigated lhe .harses rnd $as not :rbre |0
. . t , . . " r i ia"  - !  ,  ( rur1J b ^t$a., ,  t . , , , .  r . ,1.
|elfed lith ure sids.
- Irointing lo the r€sou.ces available liom.r rnore

Lisa, lelt, and llachngl i|[artin stood rvlth iheir stepl
trict Court thesdry rs tleir father, nichard lagan,

cnlight{nod lan e.iorcr|cnt co!!!trurii,r, to a eolrr s\r
i€nl thrt toeqnent\' r|ls thc nceds of r chkl ale&l 01
paronb.lo jnor{sed so.irl soNices - sp!'cialists s:r.L lhc
.isk of hsinE danage to s cltl(l is iro grc,rr to res,.r'r to

The",- .Ie not alorc. Fomer abductor\ an.l aL{ltrc-
tecs a8r ee wiih them.

Lee 0obrur, a hi{er, ackr0\de.lses nb chitltrcn
$ore noi bcingnumed b)'their mother. He tool h\ ,r
ycar'old daLqht€r ard 8lear-oklior ti om thcif,{tlalni
home in 11177 out of rcrerAe bceuse hjs narriagc ns
di,qsolving and h€ ihouSni. his riife {ns h love witn rn
othrr mu. I! ! iit ol rng0, ne morod to lla\\,aii, url
chrnsed thejr last nnmc lirm Coburn to Landet. TL.\
n'eflr 0n ihcn 0M lbr l0 Jcus. ll {,a(, 0dnrn s:rvs, rhe
biggest nrisiake of lis life.

"11 ir tolalh dcshi.liie ard r d)lalion of ti.il.
onc's dgiis tle c}iklrfn's an.lfic prert ti]. L.iir(I.

"I acte.l out of arser ud rerense,,nd I think nrosr
peotl(: no," sri$ CoLnir, w|o is $!itnr! I book on rnf.
ental abdLrction. 'I doD't l)riy tha for the s .i! ol ihc
childre!' argumenl. If \rc rf.l. iirt tn aJrstsacici\ \rl
mlr"d \rorli sithin tllc sJslum. {)thailvjs. rl is M:rrr!r.

l , t  r '  .  ,  . ,1 . . , :
rcali/€d th. mistake le hnll made but Nas !urlr',c/t L\
Ieu OfjNil, .rnd of liril srits lbf lJain .n(t sr Toin{ trc
_.r- ,1, .  . i . , . |  . - .  . ,  i  v I  drr I

"]t las been 20 r.€xrs snrc I tolii ihcn, alri li)
Ien\ sincc th!l.reuniltd rith then.h,otirer, ai(lr:!.rp
stilldealing llill !t," (rolrnl\ s!i{1.

'lle e]'asule ol the ot}er }tlcnt cln be gfr{lual \riiti
t,hc alrdL'di.g pafenl tdlnig ihe cltl(lren rlrai rhll riF
going or a lacar-ion, lDil thu rai.r1lon jiNi fer.i if|!.r.

.  .  .  .  r .  . . r : . t  1 1,  i , ,F l .  I
. r l ,F ' , r1, , , . i .

0. lh,r o,suc eir lc $ritl. lt \irs ii ih. Iit,a,l. - , .  e. . . . , ,
dea.l. Ir ,rnnilaf cases. $nir. rbrluting | cnts ::rr..

Richard Warshak
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Nor b d'!, r.r LrF 46r en0bom\r. ui r. dirr a
turlLdtrls jd,. sr! r!1 h i'i rq Lq$ o hR.

!h.N$dohg\t!Lirdtruiioud{ddty sheN(!r

InL'F'*1. I i . t jdNn.ronc0r,m'di 'n. i

deDp.dd[! lq ' l |eRi idn$q]&e. lq] i i iur i

rdi rrr $rrtisrfhe iqr d c sdrd d sfir

rgrnos. i .u i6 l i l ! r t th!dide' ] fu l ]n


