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li choice required,
same-sex parent is
the best, study says

By Maury M Brecchor

LidMal S 1% CHILTY cusiady A hrn wFg b
% conzider new pava hodogaes) ecsdenoe e
2 enin st clabdren seapred hy sarmar =iea
g parenls do betles then childoen eosed Gy
UpgEasabe sex s nts humne ehavior ey
pErrls Say

Crr. Juhm Sanireck, chairman of s Depprioment
od PPavehology b the Universily of Texas ot
Drislias, along with [r Richard A Warshid. &
regedreh acbenlisl gl the unversaty, s conducting
an oo study of divoreed parents aml ther
ciildren (o determese e offects of evstedy ai
cangements on childeen Authoriaes bave e
serihed the workl s “ponecring

In masl states thene s 0 presumpbos favaring
muelhers i child sadeady cases " Santrsck ex-
plaimed. “Judges sssueme thal mathers g umnigue
Iv suited te care Tor children: However, our stydy
indicales thar sons peperally do betler wills 1heir
lathers

“hlany qudges do 11l believe mathers arie belter
auahified 1o rear childeen,” agreed Dors Jonas
Fremd, a New Yark City atlocsey, head of 1he
American Bar Association’s Child Custody Coim
mitlee and an expert on child cusiody and divarce
laws m the 50 states.

" The presumption dhal tse mather autamatical-
Iv is the best parenl o rear children s an
outmoded viewpoint,” she continwed. 1) s ol
actually writlen into the law of most states, but in
realily, molbers usualiy do win custody unless
Lisey are shown Lo be anfil >

FOCUSING OM 72 familles. the Universiiy of
Texes atwdy, which bogan in 1971, demanstrafes
Lnet the presumpiion is uncalled for—al least in
Lhe case of fathers rearing sons

Y oour study, children living with opposie-sex
parents were, on-the-average, less well-adjustedl
than chilldren living with the same-sex pareni,”
Sunlrovk expleined. *Ohr study revealed thaot
children reared by seme-sex parents generally
show grealer matueity and independence than
those reared by opposite sex parenis. Bovs whae
hivesd with their fathers ard girls wha lived with
thetr mothers generally seemed o be warmer,
icss demanding, more mature, independent and
seemed Lo have higher levels of self-esieem than
children living with o porent of the oppesile sex ™

Therfi afe several reasans why thia may be 50
Warshak said O is thal same sex paresds are
able lo be gender-rule models 1o thwir offspring,

A omother 1m0t Bble W provide a masculine role
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Children benefit from same-sex pafent

i o vered from fira Terpoe patr
o dl D Der =n . e g LalSeF o3 1 proe
vk A ferinme ore for 3 Gaugrier e
fup A e
L1 wTUDY WHAASLEMESTS ghving
SRiLLERR D EATe Ak PaPenls al=o avod
U  predecnal tangles 1hat Can amse bas
faws a parert and child when the cheld
bew=rres an ermotenal subwigote for &
e
‘areols cevrs o krand Bow fo olerast
e s ellectovriy and Ieel more comforta
B s th @ child &%, ool L same =ex g%
tha ' are,” masirochk sapl U the ather
B b, A e pea 1t epna amld inte ractens il
ke custodial jarent o | e ol afa
1 ton ofien fead 4o 4 relationship thal
5 i ety cooroooe and demandicg
Wi Casas of hetome oo st boning or
ey prelecive In olbers
o xtance” Warshak elaborated,
“aloep Lk father lehves the Bome, a
wa wer may give e amplicd expeciation
pE o etually even toll e son that b s the
it ol the house' when Be isn't ready Lo
A cpt adalt respensiinlitics. A molher
alug may  without being cnnscioas of of -
take her anger at ihe fatlsr oul on L
vhihl Seme mothers, on the other hamd,
iy b oo prodective of, Inhibil the
privath of, their sons besvard indepen-
diepee 1 have seen children zsoffering
tharse prublems in ny clinical practiee

THE FINDINGS of the Unlversity af
Tewms study nre impartant s should b
codabdered by juildges in ile approximale
Iy § & million cases involving child cusio-
dy each arar. mulboriles <ay

i eourse, each cane fias 10 e oen
wibirrm] on il lrelividual merits. but mll
viher things teeis eguinl, thes data ought
Ly b weighed pretly heavily by judges
dlen ey consiler whah parent sheald

B dmarded costody,  Sardrock suid

We mrent waving that lathers shudasid
always g2t custody of male children and
that mstbers should alspys get cusiody
of daughters.” Warshak emphasized
Cormat would B cwchanging the prestump
flen that the mother s unlguely qualifled
to care for childeen Tor Ehe cqually whawp-
purted presompliaen Uhat There s a simple
fermula based on &%

SN we are AAVIRE 8 that we have
siFong & idence that favors a malch be
pween the child ardd the same s2x parend
ard that 1kis evidence shauld be con
pldered by o judge before awanhing cus
fisly, "

A STUDY BY & Tenns ARM LUnlversity
professor also provides evidence Lhal
sona raised by (alhers may lum oul
betler

“Yie studeed 120 college sludents—
wha had lved with (hair fathers, an equal
pumiber whi had Bived with their mothers
ol 40 students frain Pwo parent Tami
Yies,” explaimsd Dr, William 5 Hholes,
iR nsgistant prufessor of paychology

“Each group of 40 siudems consisied of
0 makes and 3 fomales, so we stodied
exqual numbers of male and females who
had lived with their falhers, plus egual
iumbers of males nred females who had
lived with thelr mothers. We compard
bisihi single-porent reared student groups
io sludents reared by Daooparent faml.
lies

“pe ol the factors we lovked ai i
sorial maturity,” he caplamed “A per
s wha =eored high an social malurdy 8
a peraen who bs il peident, abie (o
pecegt responsibility sl who generally
firsda i rray to lise up o the rupectatlne
off s iy for pomseons Gf fher ape

CWIIAT WE FiL NI wan ihat malea

whi had been reared by their fathers,

ard lemales wha had been reared by

their mothers, were btler offl on this
particolar measure than wore siudenls
who were rated by opposile sex parenta.
The studenta wihn wiere rinsed by same.
pirx parcnts were just as well adjusted o
s vhildren reared in baoparerd hames

“When you bail it down. my stody and
the rescarch done by Drs Sanbrock and
Warthak provide linlings 1hat showr (hal
faibers can generally do o beiter job
raising wns, and mothers con generally
do a betier fob in raising daughlers,
These Tindings certainly should be made
pvailakle to judges In child custody Cases
because they destroy the motion That
mlhers are unbquely qualified for ehild
care

Allormeys increasngly are secking la
introduce payeholagical evidence Suppor:
ting same-sex parenling

“Since we published preliminary re-
puills of vur sbudy bn e Journal of Social
Issues in 199, 've been getling (hree o
fvur calls a day from aitorneys from
armind the couniry, many of whom wanl
me to leslifly as an experl witness,™
Santrock samd. <l don't accept any of

thise invilalions, burl [ encourage (hem la

pet copies of pur pubslished work ™

UTHER PFRYCNOLIMGICAL factors
ihat should be combdercd, according o
Uhvie enperts, Includi the child's prefer.
rrce of the parend be or she wanls o e
wilh, and whether the ¢osiody would
disrupt the chibi s achool ptiendance,
friemlship palterem of participaiion in
apnris or social soiiviies, such se Boy
Sonits

Couris hove been awayed by piychokog.

beml pvidere, aabl Freed, the ARA child®
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Stuces shiow a cheig reared Oy ald
parent of the same sex fares betler |

cusiody amd diverce experi

“1 think judges should, snd will, cone
sider the new peychological studdea in
their deliberations,' she gaid “Courts o |
have been inMuenced by psschological f
evidence. For instance. il is because of ©
the weight of paychologicsl rvidence (hat
maost modern day courts eonsistendly rule
that the parent withoul cusiody be al
L “continuing, frequest smd meaning-
ful access to ihelr childe n’ i

CThis viewpsint sk me W evolve |'
and be screpled. 1owill Leke Lime Tor i
courts in sooepl the possibality that
fatters may male pood single pancms. |
thank Uhis is gradually happening. Mo |
lnger @ it ayiamaiic lor cuslody Lo go o
e rrucd P "

L TH) bieew Bl fus  Dopirfulie’ iy o8
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