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VIEWPOINTS

RICHARD tatrsht srardlrfenrs c{r orr
IIIARSHAK ttum rhelr g.andcnildren. dis

rfared perents jtr bitler custody bantes arc beconlng

,]\ld se now are wilnessing a new phenomeror
lawyers and liltating !.rcnts nave discovered Lhat
an allegldo! or6exual ablse can b. a potent weapor
in the batrle ro wir custody. Tbe &rcai ol lodging

ective 
'n 

pe.suEdjlg a
pa.enl lo drot hs o. he. bid fo. custody, lor evet
vben the acclsed is found imocent the d.naBe to
rho all.ged perletraror and th. chrld car be irrcpa.a
ble And. stnce allsurlrciors olsexual abrse nurt be
rfeated s€riously, rhe accusation atone is olt.n sllfi
ciert ro 3elanre a larent lrdn a chtd. penCtrg the
rcsults ot a lenSihy inve$Lgation that may jisell!ro-
drce trann! fo. the allegedvicfin.

Tb€ situation r5 appallilg ard Betiing rorse: our
rccord.high divo.ce rare c.eates nev victins drilr,
And lhe $orsr baltle scars afe bome by rhe 20 000
children {ho$e iaics are decided each week ll weale
to prevetrt nuch oJ the sufferi4 ol divorced faniiies,
r.need ronahe fuldanenrel ch.ngesin the {ayke
thilk about and handle chdd cusrody d.cl!io!s.

Litigatjon N ure wor6t ray to.esolve a c!61odt dN
putd one vereran ofa custody baltle descdbes il csa
'psychological neal grlnder viciors inhumane
ard ]n the lorg run, pointless "

gracclul rates ol delinqrent
chlld support laynenis Custody lirigarion tu on rhe
ue, and repo s ol violence and kdnapping by lrus

Wben tne rlch and Jano$ do iaide. ihe narn 1!
the chLldrer is nrlrip!cd beca!se oirne hunrliarion
ol$eirg rnei. parerls dirty]rren eiposed or televr
sjon and i! $e labloids. Bur the poor and unkn.{r
dre not beyod slrnging Bud. And with the costs of a
custody battle ruming in the rens ot thousands ol
dollars, hant a.e lefi virl$lly lerniless. Mcrat' sel
$ide lar nedical ere.gelcies and cdllege tul'on is
divefied into the po.keis ol lswye.s private rnv(sti.
8aton, p6ychologEts and drpe.r wirnss*

FofiunateLy, couples nhD dsagree on cus!ftv hdve
a saner oltion: nediatioa. Mediaiior allows parerlsto
rer.jn control over custo4t..alh.r rhan 1.*3 strch a
crlcial dechior to ajudge - astrange. sho nellher
knoss nor loves ihe chtdren lt spa.es larents the
experience ol lleading to a higher authorily lvirter.
vele in rheir.orflict h spar$ par3rls and cntdrdr

trivale pra.tice jh Dallas and tre a!rho..lThe Cu$
tody R€volutior The Faiher Factor rnd the Mother

r- ---lUHnn UusroDY
Flawed .yrt.* tt".dr t"p"tt

sonelh 'ng is drast icsl ty
*ro!3 with o$ Mrions child
cuslodt Poh.ies Th. synptors
are lainlullY evrdent overbur.
dened motlers, abienr farhers.
aogrY and dep.e$erl chndren
lron djvorced nones crowding

the indrgnnt oI. public court hoanng, and ihe esca
larion ol hosiility thar,s lhe lneariable by!rodict oi

Reca$e rhe dellsion is tllet oM, androtifrnoscd
by an ortside lutho.ity. bolh rarenls are nore apilo
abrdc b! tleir agreenent. Thai s a dFtincl advamagd
over the currentstsicn in which.!lt a minlrjty ol
drrorcad lades conply with colrrrnposBd clrLtd

Mediatlor also ls fa.les expensve tur p...ni! and
rhe publi.. society w!11 3ave nor. tna. t130 nrllio!
pd year in roufi e:pen.es FinatLy. neniatiotr
achieves o separarion of Janty a slate ln ar irea
where goverrme jrtcrvenlion nol only is ttrneceF
sary but actually inledes ure Jmily's adjlsti-.nL to

The grovth of cu*ody liligsti.n is nor ltc orly

!rcblen. lL r a so..y comnenra.y o! our culrure thal
n.$ divorcrrg couples sperd aore llne arc ..efgy
de.idirg lhe cusLody ol their vi'leotapes ani iurli.
tufe than the) do de.idire ihe cusrody al thef chit.
dren. Insread nost couples blLndly lollos a cllluraL
p.esc.,pt,on that leaves chjldren - lor the r.rarn
def ol their childhoods
.csponsibililyollheir noihers

It is iruni1 ihal lor lhe past 2s yelrs rve heve en.
couraged fatne.slo becode h$e inv.lved in.rsing
rlerr chndfen lve hxve toured rhe /L.tu?s .f &
farhers rchve presence in the dallvefy r.r re
qlirod bh paricipitjon in Indian Guides c:r.lled
the ,nportan.! oi latherchild bondlng and lrun
pered saiislics li.*rng a ia$ers abscnce 10 julenxe
dellrqlency. We .ighlfully have decried the doubl.
standard !!2t leaves vonon with rhe job of r?isins
.hilrlror ;Dd 

^rli:r3 
r.r! to .xpion :,r.tr :rat:! as

br.adwinners,r ord.r i. e$ape Pa.erlai r6P.lilbil
ities Me!, De hs'.e3rgued h?ve as mlch placerr |be
hooe srlhchndrcn 6 lvomendo iD the wo.kpia...

But no{ a rcv double lraldard has dnerg.d ts.
Iore divorce. a lathef shorld delyiradition a.C spend
aor tine {nh nh chiltuen aut afier dirai.e re
should leave io h;6 cx {ife the daily cho.€s ard ie
8polsjbilities of .aisjq fte children and ?cc.ri hrs
rqhtful tule as a second{la$ Parcnr

it is rine ror chalge
nothercustody hones trever see thor fatlrer! :t{il
l ions ioro i.ng lor a deeper. nore auihentic rei:ron
ship qiLh ther 'll irncyland daddles' Unlrnir 'cu!

dened {ith lho job of n{o parenls, alL but the most
w.alrhy single mclhers rvalk a spiritu.pping iread.
mjll thar leares lrttlc tine d. energy lof persoial

A talhcr sakds innense contdbutions ro hk
childrens dcvelopnent. and his abeence resuks rn
LntoLd sufiennS we need to creale 1an1ly slfu.lur.i
tnal arsnie chitdfer Lhdt they lrave not be€n

di vorce d strtrctues ria t sa feguard ihelr biil hrig hl to

An € ightened approacn b custody (o!ld inpte
nenLlne Lllo$lng proposals: (t) otd[c.16rnar]ng
agala* lalbe$ 1i c!!rod' nalters, (2) ranor cunody
to ft the reeds of each idividMl lanily rather than
lo..e eve.y ranil, inro thedanenold, (3) lfttohrld
some fo.m oljoirt custody, alurouSh rhat nay not al
rvays be ruitable (4) mahe a childs llvin8 a.range
n.nh fteible io acconnodal. changes in rbe lanily,
(5) grvc each eb)iags soneiLmeelore srih eacn tar
eat and i6l replacetno adve$ary systen {ith !rcfes

sucx cbanges olre. the hote thar thc drana ol di
vorce can be perforned in a civilized nanlef. on a
stage illlninate'i bt nrdon and conta*ron for our
childrcn.
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